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What question(s) do you have about your student 
registering for their Senior year classes? 

 

How do they improve their GPA? All student grades will impact their GPA as we 
record it on their transript.  So, the most 
obvious way would be that they improve 
their current grades from this point forward.  
Students can also re-take classes for grade 
improvement either in person or on-line (if 
the class is offered on-line). When they 
repeat a class, only the better grade is 
factored into the GPA (even though both 
classes/grades will be recorded on the 
transcript). Please note that many universities 
re-calculate their GPA using only the 
core/required classes for admissions so things 
like PE and certain electives may not factor in 
to the GPA the universities are reviewing. 

Looking to see what other supplement classes like 
Westmec or aeronautics course nearby he can take. 

Please see our website for programs offered 
around our district and through West-MEC: 
https://www.dvusd.org/domain/90 

How many classes will my student need to take next 
year? 

If they are on track, they would take 4 classes 
1. English 
2. Math 
3. Social Studies 
4. Elective 

 
If a student has failed a class, they would 
need to take more.  If a student was ahead in 
credits, they would need to take less. 

How many credits needed for graduation? 22 

When do we start applying for colleges and 
scholarships?  

Typically, you can begin applying for college 
in the summer prior to senior year.  Some out 
of state schools don’t open their application 
until later.  Scholarships are usually awarded 
by the school as they review the applications 
for admissions.  However, private 
scholarships all have varied requirements and 
deadlines.   See our website for a list of 
private scholarships:  
https://www.dvusd.org/Page/28992 



When does this [senior year registration] happen?  
Do they have priority?  How to ensure he had all the 
classes he needs for graduation, college and NCAA 
eligibility 

We have started the registration process. 
Students would have written down their 
selections on a yellow registration worksheet 
and they should have a picture of it.  They will 
finalize their courses in January.  NCAA does 
not take most on-line classes but they DO 
take ours.  All our courses meet NCAA 
requirements.  Also, students that meet 
graduation requirements, they will meet 
community college admission requirements.  
Universities each have their own 
requirements, but in general, they will need 2 
years of a foreign language and college 
recognized math (Algebra Applications, 
College/Financial Math do NOT count for our 
state university admissions).  Universities also 
consider GPA or SAT/ACT test scores for 
admission.  In AZ, guaranteed admission is 3.0 
unweighted GPA (no additional points for 
honors/AP classes when reviewing for 
admissions). 

Need to adjust what he previously submitted.  He 
needs zero hour / half day.  Also want to discuss 
going to other school or electrician class.  Is it too 
late since it is a 2 year program or can he go as a 
senior? 

Students will receive a print out in January 
with their course requests.  At that time, they 
will be able to make any changes.  For Zero 
hour classes 

How many classes should be taken online? There is not a limit, but not all students are  

Parking, College Prep, Entrance Exams, Scholarship 
Assistance Opportunities 

Parking—contact our conduct office.  The in-
state universities do not REQUIRE an SAT/ACT 
for admissions.  However, these are used 
often to award scholarships.  We have ALL 
juniors take the ACT  

What Peoria Accelerated? This is a charter school that will offer in-
person classes in the summer.  Please contact 
your counselor to discuss taking classes at 
this charter school.   

My student needs to make up classes. What are 
options? 

There a number of summer options both in 
person and on-line.  During the school year, 
we can put the student in the classes they 
need in their schedule and they will have a 
longer day (since most seniors have only 4 
classes).  They can also take these classes on-
line during the school year, but you would be 
required to contact their counselor to make 
sure we accept the credits and/or if your 
student is a good candidate for on-line. 



Does taking an extra science help> Aside from the extra learning, students are 
ranked using all their core classes.  Even 
though the 4th science is not necessary, it is 
used in the class rank.  If a student is ranked 
in the top 15-20%, they may want to include 
science to not significantly drop in their class 
rank. 

When and how often can a student take SAT/ACT? Juniors will all take the ACT in February here 
at O’Connor.  Students can re-take the ACT as 
much as they want and also the SAT as many 
times as possible.  These will be done by 
students/parents signing up directly for the 
tests.  Please see our website  for links to 
these organizations: 
https://www.dvusd.org/Page/29542  

 

What question(s) do you have about Advanced 
Placement (AP) and/or dual enrollment classes? 

Contact to questions:  
sara.stollaryates@dvusd.org  

Can you take duel enrollment on line or at school We do not offer dual enrollment on-line.  
They are only in person here. 

How do they prepare for AP? AP teachers have been attending trainings for 
AP, so would encourage students to follow 
their teachers suggestions.  Younger students 
would benefit by challenging themselves in 
taking advanced classes when appropriate. 

What classes are available for dual enrollment? You can. However, it is not recommended. 

Can you take the AP test without taking the class? Yes, but it is not recommended.   

Are there any classes they can take during the 
summer to count for senior year? 

Yes, but please contact your counselor prior 

to registering for any classes.  Deer 
Valley’s on-line summer school 
program will actually start May 
13 which is two weeks BEFORE the semester 

in school is over.   

What is the difference between IB and AP? IB is pre-set program where students enrolled 
MUST take a prescripted list of IB courses 
throughout high school.  They are also 
required to take the exams that correspond to 
the classes.  At the end of the program, the 
will receive an IB diploma which is recognized 
internationally.  With AP, students may pick 
and choose which courses they would want to 
take and are not required to take a certain 
amount of courses.  Since AP is an American 
program, it would not be recognized 
internationally the same way. 

https://www.dvusd.org/Page/29542
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